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What is the APS?

• Academic Evaluation Center, aka. Akademische Prüfstelle

• Est. 2001, Institution of the Cultural Section of the German 
Embassy in Beijing

• Joint venture institution between the German Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD) and the Federal Foreign Office

• Traditionally closely linked to the visa procedure. 

• International cooperations with Austria (2005), Belgium
(2006) and universities in Switzerland

• Expanded to Mongolia (closed) and Vietnam
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What are our tasks?

• Check the formal requirements for admission to German 
HEIs according assessment criteria of KMK (Anabin)

• Verify authenticity of documents

• Issue certificates (main requirement for enrollment to
German universities)

• Facilitate visa procedures for students and scientists, 
thus reducing workload at visa counters

• Register exchange and cooperation partnerships

Offer service for both students and universities!
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Pre-database period
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Verification through direct contact with HEI
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CHSI Gaokao Report
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Conclusions:

- Digitization cannot replace personal experience and 
human interactions. Some documents will only begin to
make sense when talking to the applicant first.

- Using databases from different sources always poses a 
great risk – different levels of information. Example: 
List of accredited universities varies. MOE has different 
list than Anabin.

- Digitization takes time and requires resources during
the planning stage. Make it right the first time!
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